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cases, which show typical manic excitement, with at the same time 
suggestive signs of paralysis. Here the fact that you may be deal¬ 
ing with a nonluetic psychosis in a syphilitic or in a parasyphilitic 
or in a non-syphilitic individual makes the formula or type of 
reaction in these cases all important. 

These types are: (1) In paresis a strongly positive reaction in 
the scrum and in the cerebrospinal fluid with positive cell count. 
(2) In cerebrospinal syphilis a positive result in blood serum, very 
weak or absent reaction in the cerebrospinal fluid, and a positive 
cell count. (3) In the psychoses attacking a syphilitic with no 
involvement of his nervous system a positive serum reaction only. 

In the etiology of dementias of childhood, Plaut thinks syphilis 
plays an important role. The reaction acts here exactly as it does 
in acquired forms. 

The book is abundantly illustrated with carefully chosen cases 
and the painstaking balancing of clinical manifestations, cytologieal 
investigations, serological tests, and where possible anatomical 
studies make the book most valuable and interesting. One cannot 
but wish that the chapter on technique were fuller and more detailed 
and that in a few places the clinical facts were more condensed. 
The book has a poise, balance, and reserve which makes it stimula¬ 
ting and suggestive. E. 1*. C. W\ 


A Manual of Surgery. By Francis T. Stewart, M.D., Pro¬ 
fessor of Clinical Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College, 
Surgeon to the Germantown Hospital, and Out-patient Surgeon to 
the Pennsylvania Hospital. Second edition; pp. GS2; 5o3 illus¬ 
trations. Philadelphia: P. Blackiston’s Son & Co., 1911. 

The author has afforded his readers an excellent work in this the 
second edition of his surgery. The book, primarily for the student, 
also makes an excellent work of reference for the general practitioner; 
both of whom have in it a manual stripped of verbiage, useless 
theories, and non-essentials. It is brief, practical, and sets forth 
in a clear, concise and well-arranged order the essential facts of 
present-day surgery. 

Many little details of treatment and diagnosis, so often neglected 
by authors as being too commonplace to need description, are 
clearly and minutely described with especial reference to their 
practical application by even the beginner, as a student must 
necessarily be. All unnecessary historical and bibliographical 
references have been omitted. 

Many of the illustrations are original, being made from photo¬ 
graphs of actual cases. The text is clearly and admirably arranged 
with important words in italics or in heavier type, a good plan 
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for helping the student grasp the relative importance of the 
subject under discussion. A good, well-arranged index is added 
. V • nec ?ssity much that is important in manv phases of the sub¬ 
ject is omitted because of. a desire to be brief. The chapter on 
bandages and plaster-of-Paris dressings is rather too concise, and 
could well be treated more fully, taking, if need be, some of the 
space now allotted to bacteriology, immunity, etc., subjects that a 
student is taught elsewhere in his course. It is a question of 
opinion whether gynecology should be treated as a part of general 
surgery, but the author has deemed it wise to insert a chapter on 
tins subject. 

Finally, the book is good enough, brief and concise enough to fill 
• the wants of a busy student who has but little time to cull the 
important facts from the non-essentials, as he must necessarilv do 
lu many works oil the subject of surgery. j.j \ t 


I lasted of 1 Allis AND IIow to Use It. By Makti.v \Y. Waiik 
• Y"' YYAdjunct Attending Surgeon, Jit. Sinai IIos- 
jntal. second Edition; I>p. 100; 90 illustrations. New York- 
Surgery Publishing Company, 101 ]. 


Inis work, originally based for its subject matter on ten rears’ 
experience with oyer 5000 dispensary cases of joint diseases and 
fractures, has justly received its second edition. The book fills a 
a want for both private and dispensary surgeons. 

The use of plaster of Paris is usually taken up in text-books as 
a minor matter, about which all should be conversant. The author 
presents the subject in its entirety, taking up, in order, the minutest 
details, ex-plaining cadi detail in a clear, practical, and concise 
manner. He describes the preparation of jilaster bandages and how 
they can be most economically made, a point of some importance 
especially m institutions, their care and general points in their 
application. lie takes uii practically examples of ail cases in which 
plaster might be used, and describes in detail the technique of 
each individual dressing, even explaining how best to laid the edges 
ami remove spots of plaster from the floors, linen, hands, etc' 
a point but seldom mentioned. The advantages of the various 
dressings of plaster m isolated cases are discussed, and those advo¬ 
cated that have jiroved the most satisfactory in the author's 
wide experience. 

The work is well written, important points clearly stated, and 
abundantly illustrated with numerous good cuts, most of which aie 
original. With tins book on one’s shelf, there is no excuse for im¬ 
proper application of plaster on any jiart of the body. 

E. L. E. 



